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SUBJECT: NIMBUS STREAM 

1. ON 9 AUGUST PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD IN ALEXANDRIA 
WITH EGYPTIAN NAVAL STAFF CONCERNING DETAILS OF FORTHCOMING 
MINESWEEPING OPERATION. CTF-65, NAVAL ATTACHE, AND MEMBERS OF 
NIMBUS STREAM ADVANCED TECHNICAL TEAM PARTICIPATED. 

2. IN THE COURSE OF THESE DISCUSSIONS IT BECAME CLEAR THAT 
EGYPTIANS WILL NOT BE SATISFIED WITH A SWEEP OPERATION CALCULATED 
TO PROVIDE ONLY 95 PERCENT ASSURANCE THAT AREA IS SAFE. DURING 
DISCUSSIONS, VADM ZIKRY, CINC A.R.E. NAVY, INDICATED THAT IN 
ADDITION TO ASSURING SAFE NAVIGATION, EGYPTIANS CONTEMPLATE 

THE EMPLACEMENT OF OIL RIGS IN THE PRESENTLY MINED AREA. ZIKRY 
THEREFORE FEELS THAT 95 PERCENT ASSURANCE IS INADEQUATE AND DESIRES 
TO PURCHASE EQUIPMENT FROM U.S. TO LOCATE UNEXPLODED MINES 
AFTER HELO SWEEPS IN A GIVEN AREA HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 08025 131544Z 

REQUIRED EQUIPMENT WOULD INCLUDE TOWED SIDE LOOKING SONARS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


AND SHIPBOARD COMPONENTS THEREOF AS WELL AS PRECISION 
NAVIGATION SYSTEM ASHORE ANDN A VIGATION RECORDER ABOARD 
EGYPTIAN SHIP. TRAINING OF EGYPTIAN NAVY PERSONNEL IN USE 
OF EQUIPMENT WOULD BE NEEDED. MINES LOCATED WOULD PRESUM- 
ABLY BE RECOVERED OR DETONATED BY EGYPTIAN NAVY DIVERS. 

ZIKRY UNDERSTAND THAT U.S. NAVY WILL NOT RISK PERSONNEL IN 
SURFACE OR DIVING OPERATIONS WITHIN THE MINED AREA AND MADE 
NO REQUEST FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

3. EGYPTIAN NAVY IS EVIDENTLY NOT CONFIDENT OF SHIP 
COUNTER SETTINGS ON MINES AND HAS REQESTED SWEEPING TO 
SHIP COUNT 21. THIS WILL EXTEND TIME REQUIRED FOR COMPLE- 
TION OF THE OPERATION BY AN AS YET UNDERTIMED FACTOR. 

4. SOME OF THE EQUIPMENT REQUESTED BY ZIKRY, AND 
INSTRUCTION MANUALS THEREFORE, MAY BE CLASSIFIED. IF MATERIAL 
CAN BE DECLASSIFIED, WOULD DEPARTMENT (MUNITIONS CONTROL) AND 
DOD BE PREPARED TO LICENSE SUCH A SALE? IF THIS CANNOT BE 

DONE OR (AS SEEMS LIKELY) CANNOT BE DONE EXPEDITIOUSLY, 

WOULD DOD BE WILLING, AND WOULD DEPARTMENT SANCTION, LOAN 
OF THIS EQUIPMENT TO EGYPTIAN NAVY ON A TEMPORARY BASIS? 
EQUIPMENT WOULD REMAIN UNDER NOMINAL AMERICAN CONTROL. TO DO 
THE JOB REQUIRED WITHIN TIME FRAME AVAILALBLE IT WILL BE 
NECESSARY FOR EQUIPMENT TO ARRIVE HERE WITHIN THE NEXT SEVERAL 
WEEKS. 

5. PRIOR TO MAKING A DECISION WITH REGARD TO PROVISION OF 
EQUIPMENT TO EGYPTIAN NAVY, DETERMINATION SHOULD BE MADE 
BY U.S. NAVY THAT NECESSARY TRAINING OF EGYPTIAN PERSONNEL 
CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED QUICKLY ENOUGH TO MEET TIME CONSTRAINTS. 
GDS 31 DEC 83 
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